
 

 

The Charltons Parish Council 
Clerk:  Mrs Rebecca Carter, Portman House, North Barrow, Somerset, BA22 7LZ   

Tel: 01963 240226 
E-mail:  charltonsclerk@outlook.com                  http://www.thecharltons.org.uk   

 
“Draft” Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held in The Reading Room, Charlton Mackrell 

On Tuesday 21st January 2020, commencing at 7.30pm  

 
Councillors Present: 
Nick Blackledge (Chairman) Richard Montagu (Vice-Chairman) 
Bob Adams    Alan Crawley          
Tamzin Elliott   Peter Moulding 
Dee Powell 

 
In Attendance:  C.Cllr D Ruddle, D.Cllr T Capozzoli, D.Cllr C Hull, the Clerk and nine members of 
the public. 
 
Public Session 

Members of the public wished to comment on PA 19/03320/OUT, which was on the agenda for 
consideration at item 20/05.a.  The Applicant was present and answered questions from residents 
and councillors.  He agreed to address the concerns of neighbouring properties directly with them 
in more detail, as he was unable to stay for the meeting.   
A resident wished to congratulate and thank the PC for its comprehensive response to PA 
19/02745/OUT for the erection of fourteen dwellings on land adjoining Kingweston Road.   
A resident asked for the brook testing report by Somerset Scientific Services to be made visible.  
The Clerk advised that the report would be discussed at item 20/06.b. 
 
Reports from County and District Councillors 

District and County Councillors may give short verbal reports on matters affecting the Parish. 
a.  D.Cllr Capozzoli reported that the stile had been repaired at the entrance to the footpath 
adjoining the Reading Room. 
b.  D.Cllr Hull reported that the Environment Strategy Team provided a progress report at the 
recent Full Council meeting of South Somerset District Council (SSDC).  He reiterated that Town 
and Parish Councils would need to apply prior to 3rd February 2020 if they wished to be 
considered for the ‘Great Parish Tree Giveaway’, which was only available to the first sixty 
applicants.  The trees would be gifted to be planted wherever legal, i.e., gardens etc. and Cllr Hull 
offered assistance to collect the trees if transport was an issue as he was keen for all of 
Northstone Ward to benefit.   The Clerk agreed to apply to the scheme.  D.Cllr Hull also 

reported that SSDC were looking for an Environment Champion (EC) for each Parish as SSDC 
continued to develop community environmental projects and opportunities, it would be vital to have 
a primary point of contact to communicate with.  The EC would only be required to attend an 
occasional meeting, however there were lots of possibilities for events, socials, networking and 
hands-on work.  They did not need to be a councillor and were keen to encourage young people.    
D.Cllr Hull advised that Mr Ian Dibbs, Kingsdon PC, was keen to meet with the Chairman to 
progress matters regarding linking the footpaths between the villages.  The Chairman agreed to 
contact Mr Dibbs.   

D.Cllr Hull also reported that the SSDC Scrutiny Committee were looking at the Council Tax 
Support Grant and agreed to increase the level of grant to those who are in need.  
c.  C.Cllr Ruddle commented on the level of funds spent on employing three officers to deal with 
the Climate Emergency on the Environment Strategy team, when considering the recent reduction 
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in staff at SSDC.  He also commented on the recent message from David Fothergill, Leader 
Somerset County Council (SCC), on the future of local government in Somerset and the proposal 
to create a unitary authority.  One of the options is to disband SCC and the four District councils 
and create one new Council to deliver all services. It was considered that in doing so, it would 
reduce duplication and end the complications, confusion and inefficiencies that inevitably come 
with two layers of local government. City, Town and Parish councils and councillors would remain 
outside the reorganisation.  The report estimates a £47m saving a year that could be invested in 
schools, roads, housing services, public transport, climate change initiatives, etc.   
C.Cllr Ruddle reported that Climate Emergency was on the agenda for discussion at SCC’s Full 
Council meeting on 23rd January 2020.  SCC would also discuss three finance options; to invest its 
treasury, to purchase assets to generate income or set up new commercial deals.   
 
20/01.   Apologies for Absence and to consider the reasons given 
Council to receive apologies for absence and, if appropriate, to resolve to approve the reasons 
given. 
RESOLVED:  Apologies received from Cllr Bob Densley. 

 
20/02.  Declarations of Interest 

Members to declare any interests they may have in agenda items that accord with the 
requirements of the Local Authority (NALC Model Code of Conduct 2012) adopted July 2012. 
(NB this does not preclude any later declarations). 
RESOLVED:  None declared. 

 
20/03.   Minutes. 

To approve the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on Tuesday 19th November 2019.   
RESOLVED:  Minutes were confirmed and signed as a true record. 

 
20/04.  Vacancy on the Parish Council 

To consider applications received and conduct vote to fill casual vacancy on the Parish Council by 
co-option.    
RESOLVED:  There was one eligible candidate for the vacancy, Mr B Adams, who was co-opted 
unanimously.  Cllr B Adams took his position on the council and signed his Declaration of 
Acceptance of Office (DAO).   
 
20/05.   Planning. 

a.   To consider the following planning applications (PA): 
i. PA 19/03320/OUT.  Outline application for the redevelopment of existing buildings to 
create a dwelling and provision of additional residents’ parking (renewal of 16/04175/OUT) 
on land and buildings rear or Wessex Barn, Ilchester Road, Charlton Mackrell. 
The PC received assurance from the Planning Officer that the previously approved 2016 
planning application and the plans submitted match those of the current scheme, thus, it 
would appear that there are no changes to the parking provision and the proposal is simply 
to renew the previous scheme.   
However, residents and councillors expressed their concern that the application site is 
located in an area prone to sewer flooding caused by high levels of groundwater during 
prolonged periods of wet weather.  There is the potential that an additional six new dwellings 
could be built at the rear of the site if applications, currently being considered at SSDC, were 
approved; this would further exacerbate the risk of flooding.  Therefore, it is essential that 
recommendations from Wessex Water are adhered to and form part of the planning 
conditions, should the application be approved.   

  RESOLVED:  Councillors agreed unanimously to recommend that the application be 
APPROVED.   



 

 

ii.   PA 19/03354/COU.  Storage for up to 18 vehicles (consisting of coaches & HGV’s) with 
remaining building to be ancillary of B1/B8 use associated with the use of the land at storage 
building, Cary Fitzpaine.  Cllr Elliott declared that she would abstain from voting as, 
although she does not have a personal or prejudicial interest in the application, she is 
joint owner of Taylors Coaches, who lease a unit on the site for storage only, with 
licences to park and operate some vehicles from there.  A site visit was carried out and 
neighbours consulted.  Following a lengthy discussion on permissions regarding the number 
of vehicles and licences held, it was considered that these were two separate matters.  Cllrs 
were advised by the Agent that SSDC had just posted the approval from Somerset Highways 
online and gave a copy to the PC.  However, highway safety remained a concern of the PC 
and residents, therefore, the PC would recommend approval of the proposal with the 
conditions that double white lines are painted at the junction of Rag Lane onto the A37 and 
highway signage on the approach from north and south of the site have a yellow backboard.  
RESOLVED:  The PC agreed by a majority vote to recommend that the application be 
APPROVED with the condition that improvements are made to highway signage and road 
markings.    

b.  South Somerset District Council (SSDC) Decisions.  None. 
c. Application for Public Path Diversion Order Public Footpath L6/22 off Broadway Road, 

Charlton Adam. 
PC to consider proposed diversion ref. RCA/SSDC/PPO 009 and submit response to Robin 

Carr Associates and SSDC. 
RESOLVED:  Councillors agreed unanimously that the amended route was an 

improvement and recommended approval of the diversion. 
 

20/06.   Finance. 
a. Balance of the Councils Bank Account & Bank reconciliation 

To report on Councils Bank Account. 
 RESOLVED:  The Accounts and Bank Reconciliation were circulated and approved. 

b. Accounts for payment 
To review and approve a schedule of items of expenditure (incl. VAT). 

The Charltons PCC Churchyard Maintenance Grant         £1,200.00 
Cerdric Foundries – Cast Iron ‘Finger’              £615.18 
Charltons Village News 2019     £300.00 
K M Dike Nurseries Grass Cutting Nov/Dec 19   £330.00 
Mr M Cecil-Denning Wayleaves               £171.42 
Somerset Scientific Services (brook testing)       £66.00   
Reading Room Hire 15 Oct and 19 Nov 19     £36.00 
Clerk’s Expenses Dec 19 to Jan 20       £33.50 

 RESOLVED:  All items of expenditure were approved and Cllr Adams advised that a 
report would be provided upon completion of the testing programme by Somerset 
Scientific Services for full transparency.   

c.  To consider Budget & Precept figures for 2020/2021. 

The Clerk previously distributed the draft precept for 2020/2021, with supporting notes 
(Attachments 1 and 2), in which she recommended that the precept was increased from 
£14,600 to £16,000.  Cllr Adams suggested that, following the publication of The 
Charltons Community Plan (CP) in 2016, £600 could be transferred from the CP Reserve 
into the Project Charltons Reserve, thus reducing the level of increase required in the 
precept.   
RESOLVED:  Following a review of the draft budget and full discussion the proposed 
budget was adopted unanimously and the precept of £15,500 was agreed.  This would 
give an increase in the PC’s element of the council tax charge to each household of £2.19 
for the year; a 6.33% increase.   

 



 

 

20/07.   SSDC Local Plan Review 
To consider completion of SSDC online survey for the audit of the settlement facilities and 
services within each settlement by 14th February 202 in order to inform SSDC’s evidence base 
and progress the preparation of the Local Plan Review. 
RESOLVED:  Cllr Adams agreed to compile a list for each settlement from data captured in the 
CP and email the list to the Clerk for submission.   
 
20/08.   VE Day 75 celebrations 8 – 10 May 2020 

Cllrs Moulding and Powell to provide an update on event fundraising.   
RESOLVED:  Cllrs reported that organisers were working hard on preparations for the VE Day 75 

celebrations to be held at Charlton Mackrell Court on Saturday 9th May 2020and confirmed that 
funds raised would be shared between the Royal British Legion and Project Charltons.   
 
20/09.    Reports from the PC Committees, Working Groups (WG) and PC Representatives: 

Councillors to provide reports. 
a. Environment Strategy and National Trust.  Cllr Montagu reported that he would like to talk 
to a number of people from different organisations within the Parish who are involved with 
environmental issues and projects, such as the National Trust and Hallr Wood, in order to 
respond to SSDC’s request to ascertain the best way to communicate SSDC’s Environment 
Strategy and raise awareness within Parishes.  

 
20/10.   Items for Report and Future Business 

None. 
 
Next meeting: Ordinary Meeting to be held on Tuesday 18th February 2020, 7.30pm in The 
Reading Room, Hillway, Charlton Mackrell.   
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.30pm 
 
 
Signed ……………………………………….  Dated ………………………………… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Attachment 1 
 

2018/19 Actual 2019/20 Budget 2019/20 Probable 2020/21 Estimate

Income Budget Budget Budget Budget

Precept 14,300.00 14,600.00 14,600.00 16,000.00

Grants 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Western Power (Way Leave) 257.48 260.00 260.66 270.00

Fivehead Farms (Welham Rent) 475.00 475.00 475.00 475.00

VAT Refund 328.04 325.00 438.25 440.00

Bank Interest etc 35.27 20.00 60.00 60.00

Sundry Income 380.50 0.00 3,918.00 0.00

Total Income 15,776.29 15,680.00 19,751.91 17,245.00

Expenditure

Employment 3,844.56 3,945.00 3,945.00 3,984.45

HMRC Tax 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Clerk Travel & Expenses 221.40 250.00 150.00 150.00

Honorarium Payments 120.00 120.00 120.00 120.00

Insurance 218.00 250.00 218.00 330.00

Audit & Bank Charges 50.00 50.00 50.00 50.00

Membership Fees 479.78 500.00 496.76 500.00

Reading room Hire 190.00 250.00 200.00 250.00

Postage/Stationery/Website 106.48 200.00 100.00 150.00

M Reeves Grounds Maint 610.00 670.00 670.00 670.00

Grass Cutting Memorial Hall 2,268.00 2,500.00 2,200.00 2,500.00

Churchyard Maint. 427.00 1,200.00 1,200.00 1,200.00

Pond Dredging 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Community News 240.00 240.00 240.00 300.00

Gritting Materials 200.00 200.00 0.00 0.00

RoW Repairs 200.00 200.00 0.00 200.00

Mr Denning Way Leave 168.24 170.00 171.42 175.00

Training/Elections 97.50 550.00 300.00 300.00

Surveyor Fees 162.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Xmas Trees 200.00 200.00 200.00 0.00

Signage/Defibrillator 185.00 250.00 50.00 100.00

Grants / Reserves 10,979.45 *

Community Hall Roof/Play Equip 1,000.00 1,200.00 4,000.00 3,000.00

Flood Mitigation 0.00 1,800.00 1,800.00 1,500.00

RR & CCC Routine Maint 500.00 500.00 500.00 500.00

Dog Bin / Benches V Green 500.00 500.00 500.00 0.00

Village Day Grant 300.00 300.00 0.00 300.00

Somerton Library 0.00 200.00 200.00 200.00

Youth Clubs 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00

Additional Verge Maintenance 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Charltons Play Day 250.00 250.00 250.00 250.00

War Memorial/Fingerpost Restoration 110.00 110.00 175.32 100.00

Royal British Legion 50.00 50.00 50.00 50.00

S137 Grants 215.00 250.00 250.00 250.00

Contingencies 0.00 1,000.00 500.00 1,000.00

Budget Total 13,912.96 18,905.00 19,536.50 19,129.45

2,882.36 *add 25% of expenditure IAW Practitioners Guide"

22,011.81 Total

General Reserve (Probable) 4,784.00 ** (PC Accounts to 21 Jan 20) 1,245.00 Less Income

Speed Calming 5,927.00 4,784.00 **Less estimated carry over 2019/20 (General Reserve)

War Memorial / Fingerposts Reserve 3,225.00 15,982.81 "= Minimum Precept required"

Flood Mitigation 3,650.00

Additional Verge/Hedge Maint 1,050.00

Xmas Trees 930.50

Mill Pond/Village Car Park 828.00

Signage / Defibrillator 514.92

Website 300.00

Feasibility Study for Station 100.00

Community Plan 1,100.00

Dog Bin / Benches 1,500.00

Total Reserves (Probable) 23,909.42

THE CHARLTONS PARISH COUNCIL PROPOSED BUDGET 2020/2021

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Attachment 2 
 

NOTES ON PRECEPT 2020/2021 
 

1. Employment 
Pay scales are based on the local government pay scales negotiated by the National Joint 
Council (NJC) for Local Government Services.  The NJC has stated that there will be no 
progress on negotiations until 2020 as they want time to assess the impact of the General 
Election.  In some years gone by, the announcement has been made later than April (i.e. after 
the time the new pay scales start).   
 

2. Clerk’s Expenses 
The mileage rate has been budgeted at 45p per mile in line with SLCC and NALC Car 
Allowance for Local Council Clerks.  In line with common practice, the Clerk will continue to 
receive £10 monthly as an honorarium payment to cover expenses such as phone and 
electricity.  I have reduced my annual mileage by £100 by only posting Agendas on the parish 
noticeboards in line with Standing Orders, as minutes are accessible online via the parish 
website.   

 
4. Other Parochial Activities  

Following the successful application for a Small Highway Improvement Scheme, I have 
maintained the Speed Calming Reserve at £5,927.  I have carried forward £1,050 for any 
additional grass cutting of the verges and hedge maintenance, if required; £100 for 
signage/defibrillator (bringing the reserve up to £615).  I have carried forward the dog 
bin/benches on the village green reserve fund, which still stands at £1,500.  I haven’t included 
£300 for dredging the Mill Pond as we have sufficient funds available (£900) and have already 
asked Mr Attwell to carry out the works.  I also haven’t included £200 for the Charlton 
Adam/Mackrell Christmas Trees as we have £930.50 in reserve with an additional £326 
recently paid in; we anticipate an invoice for £450.   
The War Memorial/Fingerpost Reserve Fund currently stands at £3,225 for future repairs and 
maintenance; I have included an additional £100 to build up the reserve to £3,325; we 
anticipate replacing at least one of the cast iron fingers for approx. £500.       
The PC should continue to build up the Flood Mitigation Reserve Fund until costs are known, 
or a scheme implemented through development, therefore, I have included an additional 
£1,500 bringing the total in the Reserve to £5,150 (£1,350 was ‘borrowed’ for Project Charltons 
under the agreement it would be replaced in FY 20/21.  £300 is included for clerk/councillor 
training.         
The Community Plan fund remains at £1,100.00, in the event that any extra work is required 
either on the plan or HNS or printing costs. 
The PC still holds £200 in reserve for the provision of icing materials as SCC agreed to fund for 
an additional year.  I have included an additional £200 for any materials required to repair 
footpaths/footbridges and gates in the Rights of Way Reserve, which would bring the total to 
£400.   
I haven’t included any funds towards the Dog bin/Benches Village Green budget until the PC 
has agreed a way forward; the reserve currently stands at £1,500. 
As previously requested and approved, I have increased the annual contribution towards the 
PC’s insert in the Charltons Village News from £240 to £300.   
 

4.   Playing Field Maintenance  
Reimbursement for playing field maintenance will continue to be paid in accordance with the 
criteria set out in the original arrangements by South Somerset District Council (SSDC).  
Expenditure will be reimbursed upon receipt of all receipts relating to grass and hedge cutting 
within the confines of the playing fields up to £2,500.  No other costs will be accepted.     



 

 

5.    Grants and Charitable Donations 
As agreed on 16 Oct 18, the PC will continue the level of grant at £1,000 for the next three 
years for The Charltons Youth Club, which will be reviewed every three years, therefore a 
review of the level of grant will be reviewed and agreed in January 2022 for FY 22/23.   
I have maintained the maximum level of grant at £1,200 for Churchyard Maintenance, which is 
paid upon receipt of the PCC audited annual accounts.      
I have maintained the section 137 grants at £250 (expenditure which the PC believes is in the 
interests of, and will bring direct benefit to, their area or any part of it or all or some of its 
inhabitants).   Also included is £200 towards the running of the Somerton Town Library as 
agreed last FY. 
Following the request from the Charltons Community Centre (CCC) for a grant of £10,000 
towards Project Charltons to replace/repair the play equipment, I have included a grant of 
£3,000 to add to the £4,000 budgeted in this FY, bringing the PC contribution to £7,000.  The 
last instalment of £3,000 will be included in the budget for 21/22.   
Also included is the annual routine maintenance grant of £250 each to the Reading Room and 
Community Centre.   
All other routine grants I have kept the same at present, however, these too can be reviewed. 
 

6.   Precept and General Reserve 
The estimated General Reserve at 31/03/20 is £4,784, which is comfortably above the minimum 
reserve recommended of 25% of annual expenditure i.e., c£2,800. 

 
The PC’s precept in 2010/11 was £7,200 at which level it had been maintained for a 
number of years.  In 2011/12 the precept was finally increased to £10,000 and in 2012/13 
increased to £11,000 to carry out repairs to the War Memorial.  In 2015/16 it was 
increased to £14,000 to carry out repairs to the car park.  In 2016/17 it was necessary to 
raise the precept further to £14,300 to take into consideration the gradual reduction in 
the Local Government Grant and additional expenditure and increased last year to 
£14,600.       
To take into account the commitment by the PC to grant £10,000 over 3 years to Project 
Charltons and in light of the increasing demand on Parish and Town Councils to provide 
and budget for additional services, I propose that the PC considers increasing its 
precept from £14,600 to £16,000.  This would give an increase in the PC’s element of the 
council tax charge to each household of £3.37 for the year; a 9.76% increase.    
 
There are hopefully ample provisions in the 2020/21 budget (including a £1,000 
contingency and more than adequate General Reserve).  It is considered unlikely that 
the Council will be under real financial pressure during this period.  
     

RCarter 
 

Becky Carter 
Parish Clerk 

 
 


